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ELIXIR-DK : The Tools Node 
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Rationale 

• Software provision is highly distributed 
– large service organisations to individual scientists  

 
• Little coordination of scientific scope, description, 

use or interoperability 
– within / between research infrastructures 

 
• Software landscape is fragmented ! 

– diverse offerings  
– scientists must trawl Web or ask colleagues 
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!! Boost tool utilization !!! 
 



WIKIs 
SeqWiki … 

Existing registries 
AppDB, BioCatalogue … 

Databases 
EBI, Identifiers.org, DRCAT … 

Software suites 
CCP4, EMBOSS … 

Institutional providers 
EBI, SIB, DTU … 

Other catalogues & lists 
CCISB, AllBio … 
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Role of ontologies 
 

• Concise, precise and consistent information  
– support resource discovery 

 
• Practical scientific, technical and administrative details 

– what a tool does  
– how to access and use it 

 
• Highly streamlined & usable UI 

– specify exactly what you want 
– get a tailored list of suitable resources 
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Resource description model 



concepts 
specific to 

bioinformatics 



general 
software 
concepts 
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